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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


rapey a ba FY / 
The Treasurer charges himself as follows : 
Assets from the Treasurer of 1859.........04 seseceecees $2,595 33 
MN WS OWN TiS he ee oe ncn eat a aaa gy niga geet tha oikicd 6 os 3 00 
diterest on 8. o Wallace's, ROU, .cayscy ce scinasc cancels ioe 29 05 
Whole amount of town tax assessed for 1860....... pete 2,723 29 
MMIDPAPY [UDG ce ick sc capes cts ce sar ae as yinlsle ave) i<Tuim dele s.s 105 60 
PeErOOtY tAX-10T LOOU. vio ease a 4k Mr eiareke wane i ate ti aie obs 125 96 
RA Mich Maa’ gles.) Saiz « any ate Sele aloud made aah cdi are atk daarhay oto. a take hess. s $5,584 23 
The Treasurer credits himself as follows : 
Whole amount paid on orders.... ver spercesecnesecges $4,043 94 
William Patten’s note dated Feb. 17th 1857.........00.05 113 90 
J. H. Stevens’ & S. Patten’s note dated Oct. Ist 1860...... 419 00 
Howon d. T. Kendall's tax listifor, [SQ0) ba... wc cwaee een 540 00 
MRS ARRIOTETEIATIC «p's, +5 seiginelat Maite Siphon Pk 6.6 ce wk aie cna 467 39 
PUAN ceria: 5 ¢ 9: etcetera «6 iy Seathca as 6 aaeraale’ sid re $5,584 23 
Deduct amount paidson orders... 2... ceapscnccsercceses 4,043 94 
Assets remain amounting tO.....ccceneeescoes pata adie ga $1,540 29 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
LUCIEN B. BOWMAN, Actine Treasurer. 
Bedford, Feb. 28, 1861. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES. 


The whole amount of expenditures for which bills have been 

paid and orders drawn the past year, i8.........eeeeeee $4,043 94 
This sum does not include the State and County taxes, which 

were paid by the Collector to the State and County Treas- 


urers, AMOUNTING £020. Fe fo. Sees cease cceceeeqeseene 904 86 
Which added to the other expenditures, amounts to....... $4,948 80 
Account of orders for incidental expenses for the year 1860- 

Rule O1GMOTUOLN Ge sigs c doe deine Rcanibie ® Seite mietene Wewenns $72 30 
Gardner Nevins for services as Selectman 1859-60........ 48 75 
Wn. R. French ‘“ * ean ae ets ove ee 57 75 
Lucien B. Bowman = ** , Oh ee otis me Seeiete 40 25 
Cyrus P. Bryant cs tO EASOUSUB OL Gar sivivin e's 6 6 rete atte 5 00 
William B. Stevens for paid printer for town reports....... 18 00 
Wn. R. French for wood furnished Widow Cady.... ..... 3 44 
Lc DOWMEO LOL BEA IOMOLY ails «os seins oa estes ai ee ee ee ae 5 ae Sf 
Benjamin Hall for services as Town Clerk......00....eee. 20 00 
Wm. B. Stevens for paid 8S. A. Whitford note..........6.. 521 05 

a 1, ss. «© interest'on N. Flint. note. ..5....%. 24 00 

a ip SOS fT WY eee INE OCG ss a's > os 4 tee 136 00 
Wm, i. French ©**:"/** “stationery. '.'..s <5 0 c0 4s estas oe 3 00 
Daniel Barnard for care of Town House.......0.eceeeeees 4 00 
HK. C. Stevens for abatement of taxes on his list............ 917 
J. D. Riddle for upsetting two loads of hay........-...... 2 00 
Wm. B. Stevens for paid interest on N. Wilson note .. ... 210 00 
Gi Ws Golf for recording NR. tax list.cgat'. chet eacean 2 25 

eae. oO I MITIONG ONL AES GIB sty «oh eae Salk ae age ela teine 16 15 
Peter P. Woodbury for balance due Book Committee...... 67 69 
Selectmen of Bedford for delivering up book receipt........ 232 61 
Wm. B. Stevens for paid Chandler note ........ ae 534 58 


Amount carried fdrward,..cecrees.cacsece Riaiais tiavataic’e wieee $2029 16 


D 


Amount brought forward,....... SESE) Saas Penk evicie ef) B2029 16 


Wm. B. Stevens for paid Warriner note....... rece ee 213 83 
SS bce “ « «on A, Houston notary soles 06. ce 75 00 
ol he «se interest on Ferguson note......... 12 00 
ChE KOM ai “4 t¢ "Gaze NOVO Ne. glace oe hs 12 00 
PR ee rec’ 6) Overseor of thé Poor... i... eeeees 15 00 
gle s¢ «Services as Treasurer & School Com.... 40 00 

James T. Kendall for abatement of taxes on his list........ 18 77 

SE bs discount of tax “Hist ee cess 131 12 

G. W. Goff for abatement on his list.........cseeeceeee. 6 69 

L. B. Bowman for committee settling with Book Committee 9 50 

Ww. R. French for set sealing measures. ....ce.eesce. : 275 

James T. Kendall for collecting taxes for 1860............ 63 49 

Solomon Manning 2d for Watering Trough............... 3 00 

Adam Chandler 5 a My OU S weal ote Fe le 3 00 

L. B. Bowman paid express getting Railroad tax... ...... 25 

Ezra Clement for painting Guide Boards............ piaiea 3 00 

Elvira Walker for taking care of Pall Cloth.............. 1 00 

LOULG Giic «Be bin wha he Moth Mighieh a elovehe Fae Cate pica 8 » «$2,639 56 


ORDERS FOR SCHOUL MONEY IN 1860-61. 


PT nOMae ee HORUS) DISTTICUTING «L.'s face mat ces cee'd eee ee be 


87 75 
Wm. Moor $6 REO 2 Sate i eee Sete wick Bost. 120 42 
James Darrah $6 Sits Saale sate oo ace © oe ne ; 85 32 
Robert Fulton Bs es te RR a a ROR BRAS oe La 142 42 
Stephen French © “ te PP a eg cr tier Peg ee 56 90 
Jacob N. Rundilett « VARA AES Ss Whe aigere oa" OR elo we te 78 54 
Edward Barr “6 Sd oe eel et a amy Pa 88 99 
David Witherspoon * De hate a ch ahah ’s RS a oa kp alas 98 22 
John P. Conner ss CRAPE ote atte PTd RNS 5 tes 57 30 
Stephen Goffe 4 Ba De RE Bee pe 2. 73 71 
David Swett be AO WS ctx o waNacotee SNe sees oe aes 29 49 
Rufus Parkhurst sé COL oe eee owiehe, carer eiee : 64 58 
Wm. B. Sargent ¢ PRION, sage ak tn eee es ae eS 18 46 


6 


ORDERS GIVEN FOR HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES, 1869-61. 


G. W. Goffe for N. R. highway taxes worked...... Pia « a 8 81 
Leonard ©, French 2d, labor on New Boston road......... 20 00 
Rufus Parkhurst SEOUL MOM gee asics 80's 49 #9106 slay 5 00 
Wm. R. French Ce Pe eine a's aie a es 6 oiticlaie we 32 75 
James T’, Kendall N, R. highway taxes worked............ 5 18 
SSR OU GLOT IA OK OF TOA Ge ae. Bield inina a tet lo pia, 8s. & Wp, IRIs 3 00 
Wm. Moor 2d, N. R. highway taxes worked........... «. 88 
Dwelly Mitchell « i bs Sci fee tile i> ‘alniemey 319 
John P. Conner ‘< a vt 5 ita leialewiels s SR dee 3 63 
James T. Kendall * ts o: BS A te a asa faite Sun 671 
Thomas Bursiel for railing on Wallace Bridge.... ....... 4 47 
James T. Kendall for N. R. highway taxes worked........ 278 
Win. McAllaster for repairing bridge and roads........... 375 

NU 's ee a oo a ROA ok ee alan Dclaehi Sate aaa te Vie 'elehs an a $100 10 


ORDERS GIVEN FOR BREAKING ROADS 1860-61. 


George. W. Webber Breaking Roads.........20008 cee. 9 68 
Franklin Wright 6 Sch Mette s et ced tata tabi idiene. § 5 40 
Abiel Holbrook cs OTM % A SA wae eed 3 10 
Stephen Goffe 6 hoe! ee Mibeg a ts ate 4 00 
David Swett is SE Ble cinnaihed a felntn iw kaltete tae tre 2 50 
Dwelly Mitchell 6 Bd tty  paee ee 3 fa 
George Webber f SES a ly akg tha ee ‘oie sm: sia ai eiend 16 20 
Beuben Bugbee os SOON PRUNE RUS ote alamerteresdiese 2 00 
Henry Holt af BS bay be POE any a alia eee 170 
Stilman Shephard 6 CU ig Ut Ni SEE a Ie ooo 5 20 
David Swett | Se ee te cy eps 200° 
ffenry Holt i as ee © saa 6 35 
Thomas Bursiel oe BS Ase ead ie oo eT es 5 01 
John P, Conner ‘< SP | tn ME Oi os he alan ge 6 9 
Wm. R. French 6s PS ae Ag ed ee eb el 10 09 
Walter I. Bachelder =“ aes NY MES A Ti gs 1177 
Thomas W. Moor . ‘ SSN il She wee aS anes 12 25 
James French _ J. US oy slant are Give’ ta kare Cae 23 72 
Lorenzo Carr 6 Se. valitathins a5 we aperards tie 13 55 


Amount carried forward,.....ce+ Sie ita re ee $146 15 


TIONAL ON ORME JOTROCTO, « » « 0-a\use's swine gress, oss eiaie Seg ON $146 15 
Adam Campbzll AS 8a ate cee adie eee came 1 85 
Wm. Bailey 2 CAR sR aia Ue aire seats ws 23 20 
Isaac C. Cutler # dab POR Ses ak Toe hc ae - 2230 
Wm. B. Sargent “6 MO SOUS tales agin alate Mise gators 24 05 
David Witherspoon 3 REBAR Is Tare BE Ao 16 40 
David Swett as i SPF ee ea ogee 2 50 
David Sprague ¢é ee eee ce ee 10 37 
Freeman R. French ss BE ha taseeh ecole Maar, ted 1 00 
Robert Houston v6 Oe apps Per ernie ee Bes 17 90 
William McAllaster e CRP AU a ASaw in eterg oid oh Sipe s 18 92 
Ralph Holbrook cs REA ete a aietebnisenaltetet 17 60 

SOUL Ste. son 3 vce Se re ae Re cs Salt cate cs tees ~ $302 24 


TOWN DEBT FEBRUARY 28, 1861. 


Date of Notes. To whom payabte. Interest due. Amount. 
May 8, 1857.......... Ni Wilgons sa ceils. S169: 7.0.5 «ssiaitels $3,500 00 
Aug. 9, 1857......... S. Ferguson... .... pbisteh ata. conihes 100 00 
Jan?yi19,°1858....... A. Houston....... TOD) ee wi a. ole 143 07 
Oobe18;- 185370. eas, C. Gage......... IDO. a5 siete 200 00 
Aug. 9, 1859......e0s. S.. Ferguson...... oD dob<02 are - 100 00 
April 12,1859 ....... Nee itarisse atte ate ot WS ee fe 400 00 
PApEW ae, 1Ob9ss.. v.53 WA Bint. . ica, 26 BO a aiccdiee « « 500 00 

$229 40 $4,943 07 
Principal and interest due on borrowed money............. $5,172 47 
Orders drawn’ but not redeemed... 1.0.2 0c css hese cpa sans 3 00 
Due Town officers and other expenditures for which orders 
BOGE NOL ORD OLA WI ins «signs sep eee saints « 0 fe dae ois 200 00 
$5,375 47 
Available means in the hands of the Treasurer February 28, 
EP IRION ON tens » sii ab ohh sae ceieest nee baa weld ee 29 
Leaving the town in debt to the amount of............. $3,835 18 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM R. FRENCT, Selectmen 
LUCIEN B. BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM McALLASTER, 


Beprorp, February 28th, 1861. 


of 
Bedford. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


The Overseer of the Poor in the town of Bedford, submits the fol- 
lowing Report of the Income and Expenditures of the Town Farm, 
from Feb. 20, 1860, to Feb. 20, 1861. 


Dr. 
Feb 20, to interest on the cost of Farm......... 145 98 
UUM OT) (AINA Cas 6c a co ave ne ots tad os tL 62.00 
Riey Ol DON oa fe acc ce ee tee sss 515 00 
Produce and provisions on hand...... 174 60 
Cash paid Superintendent............ 300 00 
OVERROO a ks sae eset at eae os ee 20 00 
Cash paid for support of Mrs. Perry.. 19°74 
For pasturing cattle........eeeees ee 17 88 
Blackstwsith. bul Ss ss wees Sones eae 16 87 
A.N. Clapp & Co. store bill......... 100 73 
Barney & Straw..... Retetaty acai arenas oye 95 55 | 
For one yoke of Oxen.... .........- 13000 
Henry Hale for sawing, &c.......... 1281 
For various articles bought of different 
PCTSODE cine nics sists's s vs s'¢ 0 ase sae’ A 12299 
Whole amount of debt......... aati ened aiele ices $2,734 15 
Feb. 20, 1861 Or. 
By. Horse. ss. cece. Fes) minas's's es Se SE 105 00 
2 Yoke of se Sein Se 2 Usa ales sa 2... 24000 
10 Cows...... 0: 44,9 6 Uta a uiele » % vigiatisees 8 og's she muenl UO 
Ll Pairsour-yoar old Steers... > 4. aesens ns cae 80 00 
3, **o three ** ss CS eas ea atam iatee eae 70 00 
5 Two year old Heifers...... eine east © wale 90 00 
5 Yearlings..... sus sagas Yee cee 40 00 
@ HORI. 50h ie no iso apn cas no's 809 ene s 5 5 - 28 00 
ASCH OW IS oes ae SSA Agric fae machs's ssh D 00 
214 Tons English Hay..... ae Se cvove 807 00 
SA sh' § Meadow ($4 «crit. 5 fees a's ok 20 00 


1,415 00 


me 


150 Bushels Corn...... BRS Ries hie wes ay et UU 
24 é6, Beane... 2 ss Sega fy Big ae ue MEY 5 50 
42 Se UIA acted Die yaaa Ue alte shes ets 16 80 
4 ft Peas. chs «5's sla cee oN woe Ee a ees 60 
[Sip ttm bathe cey ees... « sacs bien: ibe 52 00 
3 SP MINATUIGS YG ofa ba hc Rials oaks (emits ds 60 
1 SE ETATLDS «6 « «jacs'e aru gWejaie es Nae sok O8 20 
1 ES Beats. cceeeeeeeeeceeeeceecesenee 50 
1 6 (ONIONS « s0iw'sied ede cle dem ce sitrete care 1 00 
212 20 
PEG it cea one kicueecs itech 13 gt Bee 60 00 
BEAR Suis =a cote cise 008s SONI ON «ROE abe ys 25 00 
PRE es, 5 otk < cin by ing! Su cia craic Satta scat > roe 18 00 
CE Ie Fahd wen ns Oo ee meklact Ticats a 6's si0's 7 80 
20 Ibs. Butter.:........ Sears tis ica anaes or ses 5 40 
DUGMOR Se Choesey. Jee vec ehek ss oaths tale ews 18 15 
25 lbs. Sausages........ isle Case Gip mie ee's 212 
AQ’ Ibs. Soap Greasev. iy . es. sas eeleee oes : 1 60 
B2ulbs, Candleare rs. ee te Bie Bon 4: 2 40 
260 Ibs. Dried Apple..... Rae te ayes was mee 13 00 
EU eei in raters a saat eats aa ee aR ee oa ere oe 7 00 
Get DULLED ION sais oss a/e aie s' 4 bala hse pies ole eae 5 00 
MMe AOL cc cin s oi Pala o's clare ote a's’ e) Wee Whe 8 50 
BUULAVIMOGRT cco... des oe waren ct se oes 2 00 
4 bbl. Pickles..... icin IRR EY RIES 1 32 
5 gal. Molasses...%........ %. wearer deisis 175 
8 gal. Boiled Cider........ die oc 5's agit weal es 2 60 
PLONE AJOUOH  a'cac’s cste 6 Oe cMle eek ex ot ele efuce 114 
ADU a MOR Sy oo Senas sola gaele waive cee eae 1 50 
184 28 

By Cash for one Cow...... Vesa eae wae stares 45 00 
ERIC SEMOEN Da cares ts -cie'n.ate oaelde Cit timet eae ok 95 00 
. ee a degine «bala SPS ty OV RR 67 00 
Be ees kcs.e.ce sacs os wo.3-0.9 6 Viste siaate Mista fete £0 00 
Butter sold, 702 lbs..... : «ees a sored fa. 1L86°78 
SAA i's he Wiel sd ie « Wakeihaie AE ca hehe s 226 69 
TAMIR aaEG CIOUNDY < o5.c ce a aces ok oe eee ek ese 32 09 
Spe mpermees we Cae oie, fee re bee ore 4 00 


TRDDE CONGO LOG. MOTI; os cs cents cc! eek tabelaes 98 12 


Hay sold Off the farm ......06ccecsseccecccons 155 93 
Betterments on Farm by building fence, repairing 
DAL TALENT OCG sole ek neh te se bse sine ee oe 6500 . - 
: 945 56 
VV AROS aA CELIAC AIS SOTO Lic a's sp ow sys 6 ck ae .s «0's ¢ 02 © 2,757 04 
As a Geiss is ete here's esse eis: + 2,734 15 
Leaving a balance in favor of the Farm, of........ $22 89 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLARD PARKER, Overseer of Th Poor. 


SCHOOL COMMITTER’S REPORT. 


¥ 


* 


SUMMER SCHOOLS.. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


By Miss Louise C. Rundlett with very satisfactory success. 
The school in all respects showed the advantages of having a teacher 
possessing energy and animation. I have never before seen such 
good order in this school. The cne excellence here observed, and 
which is worthy of the highest commendation, was the very clear 
and audible manner in which the children were taught to read and 
speak ; nothing contributes more to set off an examination to good 
advantage, than this. Scholars are almost sure to imitate their 
teachers in this respect. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


By Miss Sarah H. Prince, of Amherst, whose services in this 
district ,seem to give very general satisfaction. Good order and 
harmony prevailed in the school, thoroughness rather than haste 
characterized the instruction, and very praiseworthy success in all 
the branches of study crowned the labors of the teacher who seemed 
to possess the confidence and enjoy the aid of all the parents in the 
district. At the closing exhibition the district was represented 
_ wholly by ladies, and the delegation was by no means a small one. 
The gentlemen may rest assured that if the ladies have become 
thoroughly interested in the matter, and have resolved to look after 
the affairs of the school, the ‘‘ good time coming” is now even at 
their doors. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
By Miss Mary F. Darrah. But few young teachers can com- 


mence school-keeping in their own district, and succeed as well as 
they would be likely to do among strangers; but there are excep- 
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tions to the rule, and this instance was a most happy one. The 
teacher appeared perfectly at home, and managed the school as 
though she had been a teacher all her days. Somehow the last 
teacher and the last school I see in this district seem to be better 
than any previous ones. It puzzles one to conceive now either can 
ever be much better. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


By Miss Mary N. Adams, of New Boston, an experienced and 
efficient teacher; Everything about the school-room was kept in the 
neatest and most orderly shape possible, and the classes in their 
various studies were drilled with great accuracy and precision. As 
well might we expect to ‘‘ gather grapes of thorns or figs of’ this- 
tles,” as to expect anything but the best results from such a well 
ordered school. The day for examination was too rainy for any 
sane man to go abroad except for purposes of direst necessity, so I 
had not the pleasure of witnessing the final review. 


DISTRICL NO. 5. 


By Miss Ellen B. French. The school in all respects was most 
admirably managed, and the success seemed to be all that could be 
desired. The classes in arithmetic were taught to solve their little 
problems. as systematically, and as intelligibly as the most expert 
scholars in geometry would demonstrate propositions in euclid. 
Writing was attended to with much care and neatness. In all the 
branches of study the scholars seemed thoroughly interested, and 
good progress was the inevitable result. The government of the 
school was excellent; neither stern and severe on the one hand, nor 
careless and slack on the other, but a happy medium where authori- 
ty is respected without fear, and kind feelings and pleasant faces 
are the order of the day. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


By Miss Asenath P. McQueston, of Manchester. With only six 
or seven scholars, and those all young, just learning to read and 
spell, save two that had got into the mysteries of the multiplication 
table, one can hardly conceive how a young teacher could help feel- 
ing at times half discouraged and strongly disposed to get homesick 
and give it up. The examination exhibited a very good degree of 
improvement, such as was creditable to the teacher, and doubtless 
satisfactory to the district. 
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DISTRICT NO. 7. 


By Miss Fannie A. McPherson. The school was composed 
almost wholly of young scholars, but it was very interesting, show- 
ing a training highly creditable to the teacher, and exhibiting a 
degree of improvement and progress in the rudiments of an educa- 
tion, very pleasing and satisfactory. One encouraging fact ought 
not to be passed by without notice, namely, there were more visitors 
present at the examination than I have seen in this school before 
for the last three years all put together. One good woman brought 
her baby with her, which behaved itself very properly. Once in a 
while it declaimed a nice little piece, but it was always so well 
timed and so prettily spoken, that, by way of variation, it rather 
added to the interest of the occasion. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


By Miss Lucy A. Holbrook. On visiting the school at the 
commencement, it was evident that the term would be one that 
would give general satisfaction, and reflect credit upon the qualities 
and abilities of the teacher. I believe that not one word from any 
one in-the district was spoken against the school; all were perfectly 
satisfied. At the closing review the various classes exhibited their 
attainments in a pleasing and creditable manner, proving conclusively 
that they had. been subjected to a judicious and thorough training. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


By. Miss Electa D. Grow, of Vermont. The school was well 
managed in all the particulars. Good behavior, diligence and thor- 
oughgoing were its characteristics, and the fruits of such a schoo! 
can never be otherwise than good and satisfactory. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


By Miss Julia A. Neville, of New Boston, who succeeded re- 
markably well for a beginner, giving very general satisfaction to the 
district, and exhibiting at the close of the school a condition of 
things very creditable both to herself and her pupils. 

H | 
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DISTRICT NO, 11. 


By. Miss Annette J. Parker, in her usual happy and successful 
manner. Somehow there seems to be an atmosphere about this 
school peculiarly favorable to the development of the moral and 
intellectual faculties of the pupils; but as it is the institution from 
which the writer received his degree of Bachelor of Arts, perhaps 
he may be somewhat prejudiced in its favor, and therefore some 
allowance ought to be made in receiving his statements. There are 
several larger schools in town, but no one exhibited classes of superior 
scholarship to those here examined ; and in no one was there observ- 
ed a more commendable degree of good behavior generally among 
the scholars. The singing was charming—the only school in town 
that has practiced this delightful exercise. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


By Miss Hannah T. W. Nevins. This term commenced late in 
the summer, after the other schools had closed. It was one of the 
best looking schools I have seen in this house for many a day. 
Knowing perfectly the teacher’s manner of managing schools, I do 
not hesitate to say that it was in all respects a capital school, and 
that it accomplished all possible good. 


Wm. B. STEVENS, Superitnrenpine CommitrEr. 


In consequence of failing health, Dr. Stevens resigned his office 
as Superintending Committee. 

The undersigned, after being legally qualified, entered without 
delay on the duties of the appointment. In reading the foregoing 
interesting report on the summer schools, it is sad to reflect that he 
who prepared it, is no more. His death, which occurred Feb. 18, 
was calm and peaceful. In entering upon what remains to be pre- 
sented, it is proper to record a passing tribute of respect and affec- 
tion to this beloved citizen and physician. 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Miss ElJen B, French. There was abundant evidence that the- 
teacher had discharged her duty faithfully, and where there was 
a disposition to learn, successfully. One bright little hoy, 
noticed at the beginning of the school, died during the term. 
Great pains were taken to interest the children. Only 8 scholars 
were present at the examination. This circumstance, with the 
desolate condition of the house, and the dismal weather, cast a 
gloom over the occasion. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Mr. Leonard J. Brown, This school is very large, and _ re- 
quires judicious and efficient government. Under the care of its 
diligent, experienced teacher, there was generally good satisfaction. 
The examination at the close, reflected credit on teacher and schol- 
ars. The arithmetical classes made great improvement. In visiting 
the schools, the committee has noticed in most of them, great at- 
tention to this branch, perhaps a little disproportionate, compared 
with the attention to other and equally important branches, as 
reading, spelling and English grammar. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Miss Lucy A. Bowers. This school sustains the high reputation 
it has enjoyed for years. One secret of success may be found in - 
the deep interest felt by parents. Some of the older scholars 
attended to the higher branches, as Algebra and Natural Philosophy. 
One class in Green’s Analysis did very well. The more advanced 
studies did not turn the attention of the teacher from the younger 
scholars. The closing exercises were very satisfactory. 


' 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Mr. H. F. Blaisdell. This school commenced under very favorable 
auspices. A good house, a teacher from the walls of Dartmouth, 
and minds to work upon as good as can be found anywhere. Upon 
some members of the school, these advantages were not lost. With. 
regard to others, the committee cannot say, as there was a secession of 
one-third of the scholars at the close. This was Mr. B.’s first school, 
and with his desire to do well, if he would put forth a little more 
stringency in government, he would be successful. Strict discipline 
is an important part of moral suasion. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Miss Eliza A. Foster. In this school the committee feels a 
special interest, as here all his children received the rudiments of 
education. It was favored above some other schools the past winter, 
in the regular attendance of the scholars, there being little interrup- 
tion by sickness. If one may judge from the closing examination, 
the school was a complete success. In the much neglected branch 
of spelling, the improvement was above all praise. The district 
would do well to secure the future services of this thorough teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Mr. George O. Lawrence. This is the only school not visited at 
the close. Small at best, it decreased, until it was reduced to two 
scholars, when the teacher wisely closed, without examination. 
Sickness, not any dissatisfaction was the cause. 


DISTRICT. NO. 7. 


Mr. Joseph L. Locke. This school, which used to be one of the 
largest, shows, in the smallness of .its number, the fluctuation’ to 
which districts are liable. They were fortunate in selecting for 
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their teacher, a young man of great promise. The commit. 
not so fortunate as to meet any visitors at the closing examination. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Miss L. 8S. McNeil. This school was what might be expected 
from the well known energy and experience of the teacher. Not- 
withstanding the irregular attendance occasioned by sickness and 
the state of the roads part of the season, the scholars exhibited 
great improvement at the close. It is much to the credit of Miss 
.McNeil, that all the branches receive due attention under her 
instruction. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Miss Carrie D. Pinkham. There is one feature of this schoo! 
that makes it a pleasant one to visit—that is, the scholars generally 
speak so as to be heard. The short term did not pass away without 
good improvement. The teacher is one of great experience. She 
remarks, ‘this term completes my fifteenth year as a teacher.” 
On the deficiency of parents in visiting, she justly says, ‘There is 
not a parent in the district, that would have had a person in their 
employ, in any other business, for nine weeks, that would not have 
looked after them.” 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


Miss Julia A. Neville. This school shows advance in numbers, 
as well asin scholarship. The teacher acquitted herself to the 
satisfaction of the district. A funeral in the neighborhood prevent- 
ed a full attendance at the closing examination. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


Miss Annette J. Parker. It is unecessary to enlarge upon this 
school, already so well described by the late committee, and to which 
he has so pleasantly alluded as the place of his early education. 
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DISTRICT NO. 12. 


Mr. Silas Holbrook. The full attendance cf scholars was some- 
what interrupted by sickness, still there was good evidence of 
progress. Mr. H. had the advantage of possessing the confidence of 
the pupils and the district at large. May his future success in life 
be as gratifying, as the early promise is hopeful and encouraging. 
This school had a solemn lesson of the uncertainty of life, in the 
death of a scholar, a young man, who at the beginning of the term, 
appeared as likely to live as any of its members. 


UNION DISTRICT. 


Miss Augusta H. Mace. Of this small school, which had but 
one term, the committee can say but little, for want of information. 
A brief. call at the close gave him a good impression of the teacher. 
Only 3 scholars were present. Dr. Stevens, who could have given 
a more full report, was unable to attend to the duty. 


CLOSING REMARKS. 


The undersigned had long since relinquished all official connection 
with the schools. In Divine Providence he was called to resume 
this important charge. Though the season has been unfavorable, 
he has found it on the whole pleasant thus to renew his acquaint- 
ance with the children and youth of the town. May God bless the 
rising generation 


Bedford, March 4th, 1861. THOMAS SAVAGE. 
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